
 



 

 

 Camp Bethel is open to everyone regardless of race, color, national origin, sex or disability. 

Camp Bethel 
328 Bethel Road 

Fincastle, VA 24090 

540-992-2940 

CampBethelOffice@gmail.com 
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CampBethelVirginia.org has detailed program descriptions and weekly 
availability, instant on-line registration or payment, printable registration 
forms, waivers, FAQs, sample gear lists, confirmation packets and more. 
 
THANK YOU for reading through the information in this booklet. 
We’re passionate about our summer camp ministry. We include so much 
information because we want you to know everything about us! 
 

Driving Directions to Camp Bethel from I-81: 
Take Exit 156. At end of exit ramp turn onto Route 640, Brughs Mill Road 

toward Route 11, and go .2 mile to stop sign at Route 11. Follow CAMP 

BETHEL directional signs north from there for approximately 3.5 miles. 



 Accredited by the American Camp Association 
ACA Accreditation is a distinction that only the best camps achieve. We 
follow 300 health, safety and program quality standards covering every 
facet of our operation: site and food services; transportation; health 
and wellness; human resources and staffing; program design and ac-
tivities; aquatics; adventures and trips. Camp Bethel is committed to 
providing a safe, nurturing camp community; caring, professional coun-
selors and staff; developmentally appropriate experiences; opportuni-
ties for service, leadership and personal growth; experiential education; 
and opportunities for discovery. Our policies and practices create a 
conducive environment for child and youth development. We strive for 
excellence in all we do, and we invest in accreditation because your 
children deserve our best. We are proud of 88 years of excellence at 
Camp Bethel!  Learn about ACA accreditation at www.acacamps.org. 

2016 Summer Theme, “Not Afraid. Not Alone. Courage in Community” 
“Peter said, ‘I now realize how true it is that God treats everyone the same… 

They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.’”  ~ Acts 10:34-44 
Day 1, Show Up: Genesis 12:1-8. God calls Abram to create community; God blesses Abram’s efforts. 
Day 2, Trust: Book of Ruth. Ruth learns to trust Naomi and God, and everyone benefits. 
Day 3, Forgive: Genesis 45:1-15. Joseph forgives his brothers so that the work of God can continue. 
Day 4, Stand & Do Justice: Daniel 3; Esther 4. When called to differ from others, we won’t stand 
   alone. Esther risked defending God’s people because she trusted God’s covenant with her community. 
Day 5, Change: Acts 10. To live out God’s will, we sometimes have to change how we act. 
Day 6, Connect: Matthew 28. Jesus calls us to bless all nations; to cross borders and cultures 
    and be willing to be changed.  

Your Counselors 
Our program is excellent because our counselors are excellent. Camp Director, Barry LeNoir  
and Program Coordinator, Jenna Stacy interviews, screens, selects and then trains your coun-
selors during a comprehensive two-week training prior to the first camper week. Training in-
cludes detailed and complete preparations in physical and emotional safety, certification in CPR, 
First Aid, emergency preparedness, all activity skills and methods of our educational goals. We 
perform thorough background checks on ALL employees and volunteers. You will have a safe 
and fun week with your counselors. Our hiring is open to persons of all ethnicities and Christian 
denominations. Paid counselors are frequently paired with trained adult volunteers and CITs to 
enhance camper care and supervision. Apps and info at www.CampBethelVirginia.org. 

Family Day & Open House, Saturday, May 28, 1:00-4:00pm 
Come explore the camp, meet the Summer Leadership Team, check a cabin, meet other fami-
lies and enjoy refreshments in the Ark Dining Hall. Enjoy free swimming and stay for a free 
7:30pm concert.  OR, schedule a do-it-yourself family tour of camp by calling 540-992-2940. 
 
Campers with Special Needs and Differing Abilities 
We are able to include campers with special needs in any of our camps where accommodations 
can be secured.  If your child has severe allergies, extraordinary dietary needs or other specific 
needs, or to check accommodations for your child, contact the Camp Bethel office. 



 

 

Our Camp Bethel Experience, TOGETHER 
Small-Group Philosophy from 1st Corinthians 12: 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 
 

10-12 campers and 2-4 counselors combine to make your Unit (the small group as the 
body of Christ). This setting guarantees 100%, 24-hour supervision by trained staff who 
follow high safety standards and give you lots of individual attention and care. Cabins/
huts are gender separated, then during the day your Unit is co-ed. Your Unit might be all 
boys or all girls if more campers of one gender register for that program. Your Unit plans 
your schedule together on the Program Board, and you’ll experience all the activities 
together as a group. Working and playing together as a group builds focused relation-
ships and develops true empathy, compassion and cooperation. 

“At camp I can be the REAL me.  I can be my true self.”  - Blake, 14 
 

You’ll learn discipleship by experience (living and doing), supported by Bible study, worship, and our site-
specific camp curriculum. This approach works because it recognizes your Unit’s different learning styles 
and activates all your developmental skills. Personal relationships and activities are the foundations of 
your Christian education. Counselors use life examples, tangible metaphors and constantly seek the 
“teachable moment.” 

“The Bible Study leaders did a great job.  The activities they led related well to the topics,  
and they were interesting and age-appropriate.”  - volunteer parent  

 

We actively participate and interact with God’s creative Earth, and we work to exemplify Earth care. Bible 
study and nature experiences are revelations of God’s love. Meals are plentiful with additional salad, 
sandwich & fruit options, plus accommodations for most dietary restrictions. 

“Home-in-the-Woods was the best.  We built a water slide in the creek and ate S’mores. 
At first I was nervous to sleep out, but my counselor made it SO much fun.” - Erin, 10 

 

Part of the fun of living at camp is the WORK of camp life. We believe there should be 
EFFORT at camp to provide for our daily needs, so your Unit has a daily duty. By work-
ing together, we experience the closeness of living in Christian community as we learn 
to care for others and ourselves. 

“I have realized a greater capacity for caring.”  - Stacey, 21 
“I’m better in the real world because I worked in the camp world.” - Chelsea, 22 

 

Each age level offers a step-up in activities and programs, including low-and-high-ropes/climbing wall 
challenges, Home-in-the-Woods camp-outs, Bible study, special evenings and Adventure/Trip opportuni-
ties.  See individual program descriptions for detailed activity lists. Adventure programs are intentionally 
muscle-or-gravity-powered activities and are designed to create (1) higher levels of group engagement 
and personal growth through common experience and adaptation to challenge, and (2) a safe wilderness 
experience. Each camp day involves interaction with our natural setting; we do things at camp you can’t 
do in other settings by using all of our 470 acres of forests, fields, creeks and trails. You will experience a 
very active week of on-the-go fun! 

“The staff showed that being a Christian isn’t boring; it’s fun and exciting.” 
 

A Sample Resident Camper Day: 
As a Unit, campers plan their group’s week together on the Program Board: 

7:30  Unit 1 sets tables & hosts meal 
7:45  Morning Watch at the Spring 
8:00  Breakfast in the Ark & Singing/Announcements 
8:30  Cabin & bathhouse clean-up, duties 
9:00  Unit activities, Bible Study, Adventure outing, nature lesson, games, etc. 
12:15  Unit 2 sets tables & hosts meal 
12:30  Lunch/songs/announcements 
1:30  Unit activities: pool, hikes, games, Home-in-the-Woods, creek-play, crafts, etc. 
5:15  Unit 3 sets tables & hosts meal 
5:30  Dinner/songs/announcements 
6:30  Unit activities: games, etc. 
8:00  All-camp activity or special program 
9:00  Campfire vespers: worship & songs 
9:30  Lights out for Mini-Campers 
10:00  Lights out for Elementary Campers 
11:00  Lights out for Middle & High School Campers 



 Camper Safety is Top Priority  
As an ACA-accredited camp we voluntarily undergo a rigorous risk man-
agement process to ensure the safety of all campers, staff and partici-
pants. This includes (1) a thorough annual pre-camp assessment/
evaluation of health and safety procedures, (2) thoroughly screening all 
staff AND training all staff in First Aid, CPR and risk management practices, 
(3) an on-site Health Coordinator at all times, (4) coordination with Bote-
tourt Sheriff and Emergency Services for routine patrol, presence, open 
communication and rapid response, and (5) our counselors providing 24-
hour direct care and supervision of your camper. 
 

Opting out of sleep-out during Resident Camps 
On Home-in-the-Woods night for week-long Resident Camps (see individ-
ual camp descriptions), your child may choose to opt out of the overnight 
sleep-out with their group and instead sleep in a cabin with our Leadership 
Team. To opt-out of sleep-out, check the “Opt-Out” box on your regis-
tration. We want EVERY child to feel comfortable and have FUN during 
their time at camp. Read MORE about Home-in-the-Woods night, meet 
your 2016 staff and more at www.CampBethelVirginia.org. 
 

Homesickness Policy and Prevention 
Good preparation gives campers the confidence to fully enjoy a camp ex-
perience. Make every effort to fully prepare your child for the camp experi-
ence, and set realistic expectations for their time at camp. Camp Bethel 
will never force a camper to stay who does not want to stay. Unfortu-
nately, there are no refunds for early departure. 
 

Camperships = Financial Assistance 
A limited fund for partial or full camperships is available. If your family 
needs financial assistance for your child’s camp fee, have your pastor, 
social worker, or school guidance counselor complete and sign the Cam-
pership Financial Assistance Application box on page 2 of the registra-
tion form. Camperships are granted first-come, first-served, only one per 
camper per summer, and camperships are only available through paper 
registrations, (not available through on-line registration). A response letter 
will inform families of granted campership requests.  Donations to Camp 
Bethel’s Campership Fund are always needed, and are fully tax-deductible. 
 

“Good-As-Gold” = Assistance from Virlina Churches 
Separate from our campership fund, Virlina Church of the Brethren congre-
gations will sponsor campers with “Good-As-Gold” Certificates. Good-As-
Gold Certificates may be used for full-payment or partial-payment includ-
ing deposit or “Your Balance Due.”  Contact your Camp Rep, pastor or 
Camp Bethel for information on financial assistance and Good-As-Gold 
Certificates. Encourage your pastor or Camp Rep to organize Good-
As-Gold certificates by April 1 to ensure your first camp choice.  
 

“Add-On” Activities for Week-Long Camps 
Week-long campers have the option to add River Tubing, Equestrian, or 
Horseback Riding (and Whitewater Rafting during Week 3) (not all four, 
and see pages 18-19 for when each is offered).  If you are coming to 
camp with a friend or cabin mate, you do not have to choose the 
same optional activities.  For example, Betty and Sharon can be in the 
same cabin/unit even though Betty is choosing Tubing and Sharon chooses 
no extra option.  



 

 

Camp Bethel is the outdoor ministry of the Virlina 
District Church of the Brethren that seeks to foster 
and build relationships with God, with each other, 
and all of God’s creative Earth, TOGETHER. We live 
this ministry through our summer camps, our services, 
and availability of our facilities to people of all denomi-
nations and backgrounds.  We welcome the partici-
pation of children and youth of all faiths, tradi-
tions, races, and nationalities. 
 

We believe Jesus’ message of life, hope, love and unconditional acceptance. Likewise, your 
camper (and her/his cabin mate) should expect to share their camp group with other chil-
dren who have different backgrounds, gifts and abilities.  Jesus said, “Let the children 
come to me; do not hinder them, for the Kingdom belongs to such as these.” (Matt 19:14) 
 

In small groups of 10-12 campers and 2-4 counselors (cabins separated by gender), 
campers play and learn together in an intentional Christian community as the Body of 
Christ (1 Corinthians 12). Trained counselors lead hundreds of active, fun, educational 
activities. Through these experiences, with Jesus as our hope, campers come to under-
stand that their relationships with each other and all creation are precious to God and 
worthy of our active care. 
 

Camp Bethel is 470 sacred acres of forests, fields, ponds, streams and hills in Botetourt 
County. Our property connects to the vast Jefferson National Forest and a 3-mile trail-hike 
up through Horseshoe Bend to the Appalachian Trail. Our campers reside in rustic-
comfortable and modern cabins, each with bunk-beds, air-conditioners, electric lights, and 
close access to bathrooms and showers. Our camp is a safe, accredited, special place, and 
your children and teenagers will be “happy campers!” 
 

Camp Bethel programs began at this location in 1927. Camp Bethel is open all year for 
conferences, retreats, festivals, school groups and other family, church and community 
events. Supportive congregations, loving guests, faithful families and campers, exceptional 
food services, a Biblically-based program philosophy, excellent staff, and hundreds of de-
voted volunteers have established Camp Bethel as the region’s best camp. Learn more 
about Camp Bethel at www.CampBethelVirginia.org. 
 

Who are the Church of the Brethren? 
Continuing the work of Jesus: Peacefully, Simply, TOGETHER.  
The Church of the Brethren is a Christian church similar to other 
mainstream Protestant groups such as Methodists, Baptists and 
Presbyterians. We base our beliefs on Jesus’ life and teachings and 
the New Testament. Jesus saved the world by serving its people, so 
we seek to do the same. Our other distinctions include our peace 
position (Matthew 5:44) (shared with Quakers, Mennonites, Amish, 
and Moravians), emphasis on simple living (Romans 12:2) and Chris-
tian service (Luke 22:27), feet-washing during Communion worship 
service (John 13), and baptism by choice (Acts 2:37-39). The name 
“Church of the Brethren” was chosen in 1908 to emphasize a sense 
of family and community. The Church of the Brethren views all peo-
ple as children of God. www.brethren.org. 
 

What is the Virlina District? 
The Virlina District of the Church of the Brethren is made up of 92 
congregations in Virginia, West Virginia and North Carolina (hence, 
“Vir-lina”). The approximately 10,000 members of these congrega-
tions own and operate Camp Bethel TOGETHER by electing a volun-
teer District Board and Outdoor Ministries Committee. We invite you 
to meet us and know us; Come and See! www.virlina.org. 



 

  2016 Camp Bethel Events: Your Family Is Invited! 
March 3 (Thurs), 6:30pm: Sow the Seed Scholarship Banquet, RSVP. 
April 2 (Sat) 7:30am Spring Workday & 1:00pm Vol Appreciation Luncheon; RSVP. 
April 15-16 (Fri-Sat): 15th Sounds of the Mountains Festival. 
May 7-11 (Sat-Wed): American Canoe Association Canoe Instructor Course. 
May 20-22 (Fri-Sun): American Canoe Association Trip Leader Course (canoe or kayak). 
May 27-30 (Fri-Mon) Memorial Day Family Weekend & Concerts, RSVP meals. 
May 27-30 (Fri-Mon): American Canoe Association Kayak Instructor Course. 
May 28 (Sat), Family Day/Summer Camp Open House, 1:00-4:00pm. 
June 10 (Fri) 5:30pm: Summer Staff Commissioning Dinner & Service, RSVP. 
June 10-11: Virlina District Celebrates 150 years, events at camp. 
June 14 (Tue) Adult Volunteer Counselor Training, 5:30-9:00pm 
August 24 (Wed) 22nd Annual Benefit Golf Tournament. 
September 2-5: Labor Day Family Weekend & Barn Dance, RSVP. 
October 1 (Sat): 32nd Brethren Heritage Day Festival. 
November 5 (Sat), 7:30am: Fall Workday, RSVP meals. 
December 1 (Thurs): Christmas TOGETHER Banquet. 
December 31-January 1: Winter Camp New Year Party & Program! 
  January 1, 2016: Summer Camp 2016 Registration opens!  

Parent-Child Overnight Camp! (June 3-4, Fri-Sat) (4-7 yrs old + parent) 
Take your first step into Summer Camp TOGETHER. This camp offers 
upcoming campers an exciting Camp Bethel experience with the security 
of an adult relative for 2-days and 1-night of games, hiking, singing, 
swimming, creek-play, Bible study, crafts, a nature lesson, and a camp-
fire. Check-in at 5:00pm Friday; check-out at 4:00pm Saturday. Campers 
lodge in cabins with like pairs: mother-daughter; mother-son; father-
daughter; father-son. Any adult relative is welcome with creative combos 
possible (call us!). Fun for all!  Fee = $90/pair ($45 for each add’l person). 

Family Fun Tuesdays! (Tuesdays June 14-July 19) (ages 4 & up w/ parent) 
Experience a Camp Bethel evening TOGETHER! Join us for 5:30 dinner 
and singing in the Ark Dining Hall followed by fun camp activities and 
topped off with a campfire and S’mores. Fee includes dinner, activity 
leadership & supplies & S’mores! $10/person. 
June 14 = Dinner + Climbing Wall & Games & S’mores. 
June 21 = Dinner + Nature Fun & Games & S’mores. 
June 28 = Dinner + Climbing Wall & Games & S’mores. 
July 5 = Dinner + Nature Fun & Games & S’mores. 
July 12 = Dinner + Climbing Wall & Games & S’mores. 
July 19 = Dinner + Nature Fun & Games & S’mores. 

Lil’ Otters Family River Trips!  
(Wednesdays June 15-Aug 3) (all ages w/ parent) 
Hit the river TOGETHER! Join us for 5:30 dinner at Camp Bethel followed by 
a short canoe trip on the beautiful upper James River. It’s a perfect family 
outing for a summer evening, and a great way to introduce paddling to your 
family. We’ll return to camp for a campfire & S’mores and access to showers. 
Participants must be comfortable with being in a canoe and being on water. 
Fee includes dinner, transportation, paddling gear, lifejacket & S’mores! 
$28/person. June 15, June 22, June 29, July 6, July 13, July 20, July 27, Aug 3. 

Lil’ Otters Family Paddleboard Play! (select Tuesdays) (ages 7 & up w/ parent) 
Paddle the ponds TOGETHER! Join us for 5:30 dinner and singing in the 
Ark Dining Hall followed by a fun evening playing on camp’s ponds with 
our new Stand-Up Paddlebards and ending with a campfire and S’mores 
and access to showers. Participants must be comfortable with being on 
water. Fee includes dinner, paddling gear, lifejacket & S’mores! 
$28/person.  June 14, June 28, July 5, July 26, August 2. 



 

 

Knee-High Day Camps (at Camp Bethel) (rising K, 1st, 2nd graders) 

It’s a daily dose of summer camping fun! Campers will enjoy group games, 
crafts, silly & fun songs, Bible lessons, swimming, exploring nature, creek-
play, hiking the camp trails, GaGa Ball, 9-Square & 4-Square, parachute 
games, and delicious lunches including a campfire cookout. Daily check-in 
is from 8:00-9:00am and check-out is from 4:30-5:30pm (Friday 6:30pm). 
Knee-High Day Camps are very popular, so register early to secure your 
spot. Great counselors and activities, and a great camp!   
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $180; Supporters Fee = $230; Sustainers Fee = $280. 
 
Traveling Day Camps (rising K, 1st, 2nd & 3rd-6th graders)  

Daily check-in 8:30-9:00, check-out 4:30-5:00. 
June 13-17 = Roanoke & Salem at Peters Creek Church of the Brethren 
June 20-24 = Roanoke City at First Church of the Brethren 
June 26-28 (Sun-Tue) = West Va at Spruce Run Church of the Brethren 
July 7-8 (Thu-Fri) = NC at Eden-First Church of the Brethren 
July 11-15 = Franklin County at Antioch Church of the Brethren 
July 25-29 = Henry County at Mount Hermon Church of the Brethren 

Camp Bethel’s excellent counselors bring daily summer camping fun to 
YOU! Campers will enjoy group games, crafts, fun songs, Bible lessons, 
GaGa Ball, 9-Square, 4-Square, parachute games, nature lessons, daily 
“Voice Your Choice” group activity, PLUS several fun site-specific outdoor 
adventures! Daily check-in is from 8:30-9:00am and check-out is from 
4:30-5:00pm.  This program is FREE, but it costs us per camper $34 per 
day or $170 per week; please donate what you can to Camp Bethel. 
 
Tenderfoot Mini-Camps (rising 1st, 2nd, 3rd graders) 

Mini-Camp is a 3-day, 2-night, safe, comfortable and fun introduction to 
resident camping. During their stay campers will get a taste of living and 
playing in the outdoors and will develop Christian friendships with their 
counselors and their cabin mates. Activities include group games, creek-
play, fun songs, hiking the camp trails, swimming & a polar bear swim, 
crafts, parachute games, GaGa Ball, 9-Square & 4-Square, morning 
watch, bedtime stories, a nature lesson, parachute games, delicious 
meals, campfires and Bible lessons. Mini-Camp is great FUN: just enough 
time at camp that leaves you wanting more. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $180; Supporters Fee = $230; Sustainers Fee = $280. 
 
Elementary Camp Day-Participant (rising 3rd-6th graders) 

Enjoy all the best daytime activities on Monday through Friday of any Ele-
mentary Resident Camp (see descriptions on page 9 and dates on pages 
18-19). Daily check in is at 8:00am for breakfast in the Ark, and daily 
check-out is at 6:15 after dinner in the Ark. (Friday 6:30pm). You and your 
unit will plan your week’s activities including group games, crafts, songs, 
Bible lessons, swimming, nature lessons and exploration, creek-play, hik-
ing the camp trails, orienteering, parachute games, GaGa Ball, 9-Square & 
4-Square, 3 delicious meals, archery, climbing wall, and more. See page 9 

for optional “add-on” activities.  Be here for an awesome week! 

Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 
 
Also see:       Camp Too Sweet for ages 8-16 on page 11. 
    KJPAS Performing Arts Camps on page 17. 



 Elementary 3-day Sampler Camp (rising 3rd-6th graders) 

Squeeze 3 excellent camp days into your busy summer! You’ll get a 
“heaping helping” of Resident camp-living (see Resident Camp activi-
ties described below) and playing in the outdoors while building Chris-
tian friendships with counselors and cabin mates: group games, swim-
ming, creek-play, campfires, lots of singing, hiking the camp trails, orienteering, parachute 
games, GaGa Ball & 9-Square, crafts, a polar bear swim, exploring nature, delicious meals, 
worship, Bible lessons and much more.  Amazing what we can fit into 3 days! 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $180; Supporters Fee = $230; Sustainers Fee = $280. 
 

Elementary Resident Camps (rising 3rd-6th graders) 

This classic week of resident camping is filled with fun, fellowship, and lots of 
adventure. You will lodge in a gender-separated cabin and spend each day with 
your co-ed family-unit of 10-12 campers and 2-4 counselors. You and your unit 
will plan your week’s activities including swimming, group games, crafts, na-
ture lessons, creek-play, parachute games, archery, climbing wall, orienteer-
ing, camping skills, challenge initiatives, GaGa Ball & 9-Square, Morning 
Watch, Bible study, special evening programs, night activities, skit night, daily 
group duties, daily “Voice Your Choice” Unit activity, hiking the camp trails and 
a singing-hike to Horseshoe Bend, polar bear swims, hosting meals, and 
nightly campfire worship. On Tuesday or Wednesday your Unit will have a cook
-out and overnight camp-out in your Home-in-the-Woods (see opt-out info 
page 5). See below for “add-on” activities, and see page 8 for being a “day-

only” participant. Be here for an awesome week! 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 

 

Elementary Adventure Explorers  (rising 3rd-6th graders) 

Your week includes all the classic fun and activities of regular Resident 
Camp (described above) but with the added FUN of living in the Wilson 
Creek Adventure Village! Explorer Camps are for “tough” Elementary camp-
ers who are comfortable living out-of-doors and ready for the next level of 
camp adventure.  You will live in a Unit of 6-12 campers with 2-4 counsel-
ors in one of our creek-side Adventure Villages located in our vast and 
beautiful riparian forest. Each A.V. includes a boys’ hut, a girls’ hut and your dining shelter with fire 
circle, all by the clean waters of Wilson Creek. You’ll eat most meals in the Ark, swim in the pool, 
sleep on bunk beds with mattresses and personal screening, attend all-camp events, and have 
access to all the amenities and bathhouses of the camp. Super FUN for campers who don’t want to 
wait until Middle School for Adventure Village living! See below for “add-on” activities.  
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 

 

Add-On Activities for Week-Long Elementary Camps  
See pages 14-15 for detailed descriptions of each Add-On Activity, and check the 
summer schedule on pages 18-19 to see what add-ons are available when.  If you 
are coming with a friend or cabin-mate, be sure to coordinate which date and pro-
gram to attend. You do not have to choose the same optional activities to be 
in a Unit together. For example, David and Ethan can be in the same cabin/unit 
even though David chooses Tubing and Ethan chooses no extra option.  
 Equestrian (English-style ring riding) add $100 
 Horseback (Western-style trail riding) add $70 
 River Tubing add $30 

 

Also see:  Camp Too Sweet for ages 8-16 on page 11. 
       KJPAS Performing Arts Camps on page 17. 



 

 

TWO WAYS TO REGISTER! (1) at www.CampBethelVirginia.org (full payment required), 

               OR  (2) by paper form following the directions below. 

1. BEFORE YOU REGISTER: Check your specific program at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/camps.html 

 for available boys/girls slots.  See the summer schedule and age-group offerings on pages 18-19. 
 

2. Thoroughly complete both sides of the enclosed Registration Form and return it via post-mail or in-person 
with a minimum $50.00 non-refundable deposit to: Camp Bethel Registrar, 328 Bethel Road, Fincastle, 
VA 24090.  Make checks payable to Camp Bethel, or pay at CampBethelVirginia.org/payment.html. Full 
payment in advance is encouraged, but the $50 deposit is non-refundable unless Camp Bethel cancels your 
program. A $20 processing fee is added if you switch or reschedule your program. 
 

3. If you are coming with a friend, be sure to coordinate which date and program to attend. Most week-long 
camps include extra activity options. If you are coming to camp with a friend or cabin mate, you do not have 
to choose the same optional activities. Ex: Ed and Jim can be in the same cabin/unit even though Ed chooses 
Tubing and Jim chooses no extra option.  
 

4. Parent/Guardian signature is required in the Parent/Guardian Authorization box on Registration Form. 

 

5. Use only one Registration Form per camper, per camp program. You may register for multiple programs 
by photocopying the blank form or printing extra forms at our web site. Phone-in reservations are not ac-
cepted; camper spaces are not reserved until we receive your $50 deposit with your form. Register early to 
guarantee your chosen program. We accept registrations up until the first day of any available camp. 
 

6. Why 3 Prices for Summer Camp? We offer a voluntary 3-tier fee program. Choose the tier most suit-
able for your family and know that all campers receive the same Camp Bethel quality experience. Read 
about these tiered prices on page 19. 
 

7. The balance of your fee (or signed Good-As-Gold certificates) must be received 14 days before your camp 
week.  If complete camp fee is not paid by 14 days prior to your camp date, you will forfeit your 
reserved spot. No refunds for cancellation or forfeiture within 14 days of your camp, no-shows, partial 
camp attendance, or early departure for any reason unless Camp cancels the program. 
 

8. For your deposit and/or full payment, send a check or money order payable to Camp Bethel, or choose 
“Pay Your Balance Due” at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/payment.html to pay on-line. 
 

9. Complete the “Calculate your fees” chart (including if you’d like to order your Photo DVD; see DVD infor-
mation below) AND the “How are you paying?” box. 
 

10. YES, we accept pre-payment-in-full and personal delivery of registrations and fees to our camp office. 
 

11. Campership Financial Assistance is available.  See instructions on page 5. 
 

12. Virlina CoB congregations help campers with “Good-As-Gold Certificates” which may be used for deposit, 
partial-payment, or full-payment.  Ask your pastor or camp rep about Good-As-Gold Certificates. 
 

13. Upon receiving your registration, we will send you a confirmation packet (indicating balance due, if any), 
including a camper gear list, camper and parent information, check-in procedures, policy guides, a Health 
History Form to complete and return and any adventure waivers.  If you do not receive your confirma-
tion packet within 2 weeks, contact us at 540-992-2940 or CampBethelOffice@gmail.com. 
 

Photo DVDs of your camp week have over 500 photos of each camp week for $15 per DVD. At 
week’s end, we gather all our staff cameras and compile all the photos from your week. Photo DVDs 
provide an extraordinary record by which to remember your time at camp, and proceeds from sales of 
DVDs directly fund food and staffing costs for the summer program, so please support camp in this 
way. DVDs will be mailed to you 2 weeks after your camp week. 3 ways to order: 
1. The “Payment Information” section of the Registration Form; 
2. At camp’s Trading Post before check-in OR after pick-up; 
3. After camp by sending us a check for $15/DVD and a note with the camper’s name & dates. 

Mail/deliver completed Registration Form with minimum $50 deposit 
   (or full payment) to: CAMP BETHEL REGISTRAR 
    328 BETHEL ROAD 
   FINCASTLE, VA 24090-4276 



 Carilion's Camp Too Sweet, July 18-22 (Monday-Friday) 
Learning to live with diabetes is challenging, especially for children. Kids don't like when they 
feel different from their peers. We offer Camp Too Sweet for children and teens (ages 8 to 
16) who have Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes to teach them the self-management skills they need 
to take care of themselves. All of the campers have diabetes, so children won't feel alone or 
different. We provide positive role models to help kids establish healthy habits that will last a 
lifetime. Camp Too Sweet focuses on helping campers accept their diabetes, teaching them 
how to live a healthy lifestyle and also, importantly, on having fun! Campers interact with 
other kids just like themselves, facing the same challenges, in the beautiful and exciting 
setting of Camp Bethel. 
 

Staff: Camp Too Sweet is staffed by experienced counselors, graduates of outdoor recreation 
programs. Additionally, Camp Too Sweet is supported by pediatric endocrinologists with Caril-
ion Clinic Children's Hospital, on-site and available on-call during the week. Licensed health-
care providers monitor the campers' diabetes management 24 hours per day. 
 

For more information about Camp Too Sweet, please call Carilion Clinic Diabetes Management 
at 540-224-4360 or 800-767-4745 or visit www.carilionclinic.org/camptoosweet . 
 

Grouped by age: Elementary & Middle School = ages 8-13, High School = ages 14-16, 
Camp Too Sweet is a 5-day fun week of camp for children and teens who have Type 1 and 
Type 2 diabetes. The week is filled with fun and adventure, while helping children accept 
diabetes as a part of daily living. Great counselors supported by licensed health professionals 
provide an unforgettable week filled with group games, nature, crafts, music and singing, 
campfires, swimming, low-ropes group challenges, creek exploration, daily “Voice Your 
Choice” Unit activity, orienteering and geocaching, GaGa Ball & 9-Square, hiking camp trails, 
biking, archery, climbing wall, polar bear swims, night activities, and lessons on diabetes 
care. All campers will enjoy a day of River Tubing on the James River and a day of Equestrian 
Riding (see River Tubing and Equestrian descriptions below), AND campers Middle School 
ages and older get to try our High Ropes Course! The medical team monitors campers’ diabe-
tes care 24 hours a day, and the camp provides delicious and healthy meals and daily snacks. 
Space is limited; financial assistance available to qualified applicants. 
Fee is $400 for resident camp and $310 for day-only camp. You must register by May 18 at 
www.carilionclinic.org/camptoosweet or call 540-224-4360 or 800-767-4745. 
  

River Tubing! Beat the summer heat! Your week includes a fun morning of river tubing on 
the beautiful James River, just 6 miles from Camp Bethel. We will ride the gentle current 
through gorgeous scenery over riffles and mini-rapids while keeping cool splashing, swim-
ming and playing. Get creative with your float style or team up with your new friends to build 
an ultimate tube-blob-flotilla! Tubes, lifejackets (worn on river) and transport outfitted by 
Twin River Outfitters, with counselor leadership provided by Camp Bethel. 
 

Equestrian (English-style ring riding)! Saddle up for a day of Equestrian skills and 
riding at Harmony Equestrian Center, just 4 miles from Camp Bethel! Tucked into these 
beautiful rolling hills, the fine professionals at Harmony will introduce you to riding and horse 
husbandry. This hands-on program covers horse safety, health and nutrition, grooming and 
use of equipment so you can tack up and mount for your day's riding lesson. Long pants 
required and bring boots with heel if you have them. Helmets, gear and professional leader-
ship provided.  



 

 

Middle School Resident Camps (rising 7th-9th graders) 
This classic week of resident camp has your perfect mix of wild fun and discipleship activities. You 
will lodge in your cabin (gender separated) and spend each day living and playing in your co-ed Unit 
of 10-12 campers with 2-4 counselors. Activities for the week include group games, nature, crafts, 
music and singing, campfire vespers, swimming, low-ropes group challenges, creek-play, hiking the 
camp trails and a singing hike to Horseshoe Bend, archery, orienteering and geocaching, GaGa Ball & 
9-Square, Morning Watch, Bible study, daily “Voice Your Choice” Unit activity, polar bear swims, 
night activities, special all-camp programs and a day on the climbing wall and high ropes course! On 
Tuesday or Wednesday your Unit will have a cookout in your Home-in-the-Woods and have one or 
more overnight camp-outs (see opt-out info on page 5). This is a great week of learning, fun and 
adventure.  See below for extra “add-on” activities. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 
 

Middle School Camps Day-Only Participant (rising 7th-9th graders) 
Enjoy all the best daytime activities on Monday through Friday of any Middle School Resident Camp 
(see dates on pages 18-19). Daily check in is at 8:00am for breakfast in the Ark, and daily check-out 
is at 6:15 after dinner in the Ark. (Friday 6:30pm). See below for extra “add-on” activities. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 

High School Resident Camp 3  June 26-July 1 (Sun-Fri) rising 10th-12th grades 
It’s our best week of camp fun and intense Christian living specifically geared toward teen life. You 
will lodge in your cabin (gender separated) and spend each day living and learning in your co-ed Unit 
of 10-12 campers with 2-4 counselors. Activities include ALL the activities of other Resident Camps 
(see list above), plus special all-camp activities and worship, plus a day on the climbing wall and high 
ropes course. On Tuesday or Wednesday your unit will cookout in your Home-in-the-Woods and 
have one or more overnight camp-outs (see opt-out info on page 5). High School Camp is a super 
week of fun, fellowship and worship. You’ll make lasting friendships while building the Body of Christ. 
See below for extra “add-on” activities.  
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400. 
 

Add-On Activities for Resident Camps  
Check the summer schedule on pages 18-19 to see what add-ons are available when, 
and see pages 14-15 for detailed descriptions of each Add-On Activity. If you are coming 
with a friend or cabin-mate, you do not have to choose the same optional activities 
to be in a Unit together. Ex: Ed and Jim can be in the same cabin/unit even though Ed 
chooses Tubing and Jim chooses no extra option.  

Equestrian (English-style ring riding) add $100 
Horseback (Western-style trail riding) add $70 
River Tubing add $30 
Whitewater Rafting add $100 (available Week 3 only) 

 

Middle School (7th-9th) & High School (10th-12th) ADVENTURE Camps 
Adventure Camps are for active youth who enjoy the outdoors. You will truly live as a Christian body 
in a co-ed Unit of 6-12 campers with 2-4 counselors in our creek-side Adventure Village in our vast 
and beautiful riparian forest. Each A.V. includes a boys’ hut, a girls’ hut (both with bunk beds & mat-
tresses & personal screening) and your dining shelter with fire circle, all by the clean waters of Wilson 
Creek. You’ll eat most meals in the Ark, swim in the pool, attend all-camp events, and have access to 
all the amenities of the camp (including showers!). The highlight of each week is 1, 2 or 3-day Ad-
venture outing (see descriptions on pages 14-15). Plus, we still get all the regular 
camp activities listed for Resident Camps above including a day on the climbing 
wall/high ropes course! A specific letter and gear guide will follow your sign-up. 
Attend as many weeks as you like! Check the schedule on pages 18-19, read 
each description on pages 14-15, then choose your week!   
 

Also see:  Camp Too Sweet on page 11, Adventure Trips on page 13, 
         Performing Arts Camps on page 17, and River Trips on pg 16. 



 Backpacking Trips 
#5 July 10-15 (Sun-Fri), #7 July 24-29 (Sun-Fri) for rising 8th-12th graders:  

Ounce for ounce and day by day this journey is the best adventure we offer: 
a 6-day, 5-night backpacking trek. Backpacking is a dynamic group experi-
ence unequaled by any other program, and each day, mile and footstep re-
veals powerful life lessons along our journey. We’ll parallel our hike to the 
disciples’ discoveries during their journey with Jesus (read Luke 24:13-35). 
Each trip is suitable for beginners and great for returning campers who aspire 
for leadership. Our trip will range 30-50 miles through lush forest valleys and 
over spectacular mountain-top views. Join your experienced WFA-trained 
counselors for this extraordinary journey of discovery as we hike, camp, cook, 
share and grow together along the white blazes; and learn cool lifelong out-
door skills. Bring your hammock and rain-fly! A detailed gear guide will follow 
your sign up. If you need one, camp can provide a pack. Both trips are co-ed, 
and each trip hikes a different trail section. Rated moderate with several daily 
challenging moments; occasional difficult moments.   
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $300; Supporters Fee = $350; Sustainers Fee = $400.  
 

Brethren United Mountain Adventure Trip 7 
July 24-29 (Sun-Fri) for rising 7th-12th graders:   

Brethren Youth Unite! After check-in Sunday at camp playing and preparing, 
we’ll travel Monday morning to Camp Carmel near Grandfather Mountain in 
North Carolina for a fun week united with campers and leaders from five 
other Church of the Brethren camps: Camp Ithiel (FL), Brethren Woods (VA), 
Camp Harmony (PA), Inspiration Hills (OH). We'll play on a natural water 
slide, hike up Hawksbill Mountain peak past a huge waterfall in the Linville 
Gorge Wilderness, go star gazing, visit a country store, do a service project 
local community, play Frisbee golf, and go on a zip line adventure! Back at 
the camp we'll enjoy Bible study, team building activities, group games, GaGa 
ball, 4-square, music & singing, campfires, worship, cozy cabins & great 
Camp Carmel hospitality while learning about being Brethren, TOGETHER. 
Rated easy-moderate.  Prerequisite: Must be able to swim.   
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $440; Supporters Fee = $490; Sustainers Fee = $540.  
 

Mountains to Beach to Bay Adventure Trips  
#4 July 3-8 (Sun-Fri) and #5 July 10-15 (Sun-Fri) for rising 8th-12th graders:  

There is no other trip that sees as much of the “wealth” that the Common-
wealth of Virginia offers! After check-in Sunday at camp playing, packing and 
preparing, we’ll travel Monday morning to the high mountains of Shenandoah 
National Park for a fun day hiking the awesome and scenic White Oak Canyon 
Trail, stopping at every massive waterfall and refreshing swimming hole.  
After an overnight stay at our partner church, we’ll travel Tuesday morning to 
the Atlantic Ocean and a natural section of Sandbridge Beach (just south of 
Virginia Beach) for a fun-filled day of sand and swimming, a visit to the fun 
and bustling Virginia Beach Boardwalk, then overnight back at our partner 
church.  Wednesday, we’ll travel across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel to 
VA’s Eastern Shore and our partner site, Camp Occohannock on the Bay for 
canoeing, kayaking and fishing, watching brilliant sunsets, all while enjoying 
their hospitality, program, good food and unique tidal marsh at Occohannock 
Creek. Thursday, we’ll visit Assateague Nat’l Seashore for another fun beach 
day plus exploring to see wild ponies of Assateague and the famous ice cream 
of Chincoteague. This fun, intense adventure trip is suitable for beginners or 
experienced campers, and it’s the trip all the adventure staff want to lead. A 
trip-specific pack list will follow your sign up. 
Rated easy-moderate.  Prerequisite: Must be able to swim.   
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $440; Supporters Fee = $490; Sustainers Fee = $540. 

 

Also see:  River Adventure Trips (grades 6-12) on pg 16. 



 

 

Easy = Average physical condition will succeed. 
Moderate = Some physically strenuous moments. 
Challenging = Frequent physically strenuous moments. 
Difficult = Very physically demanding.  

 

Biking: Zoom! There they go! Bring a bike & helmet to camp for the week or 
borrow a camp bike; we’ll pedal all week through camp and spend one day biking 
down the awesome Virginia Creeper Trail (a historic “rail-to-trail”) with top-grade 
rented bikes & helmets. This trail winds down through a spectacular mountain 
gorge with 32 bridge/creek crossings. Along the way, we’ll visit USFS Green Cove 
Station, an icy cold swimming hole, and eat the best pizza in Virginia. Back at 
camp, we’re on 2 wheels exploring our 470-acre playground and enjoying our 
camp week. Rated easy. Prerequisite: Must be able to ride a bike. 
 

Canoeing  and/or  Twin-Rivers Canoe: Your week includes a full day of 
paddling on the beautiful James River, just 8 miles from Camp Bethel. Canoe skills, 
swimming, lunch on the beach and more with your adventure counselors on a 10-
mile river section, perfect for beginners and seasoned paddlers. With gear from our 
friends at Twin River Outfitters, your Adventure counselors lead you on your river 
journey. Even better, the Two-Rivers Canoe Combo includes one day paddling 
the Upper James River and another on the Lower James. Rated easy-moderate. 
 

Caving: The wonder of exploring the underground world thousands of years old; 
nothing quite like it. We’ll explore the speleothems (look it up), corridors and cav-
ern rooms in one of Virginia’s natural caves with the experts from Wild Guyde 
Adventures; a great way to get down and dirty while learning how to protect these 
unique treasures. Learn what happens when water meets limestone, (like springs 
and caves beneath Camp Bethel). Bring headlamp, pants, shoes & long-sleeved 
shirt to get very muddy. Helmet & leadership provided. Rated easy-moderate. 
 

Equestrian (English-style ring riding) & Advanced Equestrian:  
Saddle up for two (2) days of Equestrian skills and riding at Harmony Equestrian 
Center, just 4 miles from Camp Bethel! Tucked into these beautiful rolling hills, the 
fine professionals at Harmony will teach you how to ride and all the basics of horse 
husbandry. You will gain confidence and skills learning what ‘horse people’ know. 
This hands-on program for true horse enthusiasts covers horse safety, health and 
nutrition, grooming and use of equipment so you can tack up and mount for your 
daily lesson. Rated easy-moderate. 
 

Advanced Equestrian Adventure #2 June 19-24 and #4 July 3-8 (for 
rising 8th-12 graders) includes four (4) days of professional instruction, riding and 
horse husbandry as described above. Long pants and boots with heel required! 
Helmets, gear and professional leadership provided. Rated easy-moderate. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $460; Supporters Fee = $510; Sustainers Fee = $560. 
 

Advanced Equestrian Adventure Day-Only Participant:  
Enjoy the daytime skills training and activities on Monday through Friday of your 
Advanced Equestrian week, described above. Daily check in at 8:00am for break-
fast in the Ark; daily check-out at 6:15 after dinner in the Ark, (Friday 6:30pm).  
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $460; Supporters Fee = $510; Sustainers Fee = $560. 

 

Horseback Riding (Western-style trail riding) 
Your week includes a day of riding horseback at Reba Farm Inn in Bedford, 
Virginia. Learn basic horse-care and gain Western-style riding skills along the 
winding trails and overlooks as you “Giddy-up” close and personal climbing the 
hills on the back of a one-horse-powered, muscular mare or mustang. (Take 
the mule-cart for a drive before you leave!) Gear, helmets and leaders in-
cluded. Minimum weight 60 lbs; “no horsing around!”  Rated easy-moderate. 
 

Also see:   Adventure Trips (grades 8-12) on page 13. 
         River Adventure Trips (grades 6-12) on pg 16. 



 River Otters Kayaking Adventures #1 June 12-17 & #7 July 24-29 
(for rising 8th-12th graders)  Kayaking is the most exciting way to spend time 
on the river! Your week includes 4 days of training by Beth & Steve Wiegandt, 
certified instructors. You will learn: outfitting a kayak, wet exits with spray 
skirts, river reading skills (find the fun water), peel-outs, eddy turns, surfing, 
and trial squirts and playboating action. One training day will be at Camp in 
pool and ponds, and 3 day trips will be on the James & New Rivers teaching 
and guiding you through class 1 & 2 rapids. No experience necessary, but all 
participants must be able to swim. Campers with prior kayaking experience will 
learn advanced skills. Boats, helmets, PFDs and boat gear is provided. Rated 
moderate. Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $470; Supporters Fee = $520; Sustainers Fee = $570. 
 

River Otters Kayaking Adventures Day-Only Participant 
Enjoy the daytime adventures and activities on Monday through Friday of your 
Kayaking Adventure week. Daily check in is at 8:00am for breakfast in the Ark, 
and daily check-out is at 6:15 after dinner in the Ark. (Friday 6:30pm).  
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $470; Supporters Fee = $520; Sustainers Fee = $570.  
  

River Otters Paddle Sports Adventure 3: (for rising 8th-12th graders) 
Learn Canoeing, Kayaking, and Stand-Up-Paddleboarding ALL in one week! 
Your week includes 3 days of introductory training by Beth & Steve Wiegandt, 
certified instructors. You will learn: canoeing, kayaking with wet exits with 
spray skirts, river reading skills (find the fun water) and paddleboarding action. 
One training day will be at Camp in pool and ponds, and 2 day trips will be on 
the James River teaching and guiding you down river in each of our 3 types of 
boats/boards. No experience necessary, but all participants must be able to 
swim. Campers with prior paddling experience will learn advanced skills. Boats/
boards, helmets, PFDs, skirts and boat gear is provided. Rated moderate. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $450; Supporters Fee = $520; Sustainers Fee = $550 
 

River Otters Paddle Sports Adv. Day-Only Participant (8th-12th graders) 

Enjoy the daytime adventures and activities Monday through Friday of Paddle 
Sports Adventure week described above. Daily check in at 8:00am for break-
fast in the Ark; daily check-out at 6:15 after dinner, (Friday 6:30pm).  
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $450; Supporters Fee = $520; Sustainers Fee = $550 
 

River Tubing: It’s our best way to beat the summer heat! Your week in-
cludes a fun and relaxing day of river tubing on the beautiful and historic 
James River, just 6 miles from Camp Bethel. Let the river do the work as we 
ride the gentle current through gorgeous scenery over riffles and mini-rapids 
while keeping cool splashing, swimming and playing. Get creative with your 
float style or team up with your counselors and new friends to build an ulti-
mate tube-blob-flotilla! Tubes, PFDs and transport provided by Twin River 
Outfitters, with counselor leadership provided by Camp Bethel.  Rated easy. 
 

Rock Climbing: Why climb? Because we can! Enjoy an awesome day of 
excellent outdoor anchored belay climbing along and above the Maury River, 
led and instructed by the experts from Wild Guyde Adventures. Learn all the 
moves and gear as we safely jam up the crux of the headwall and rappel back 
to deck; suitable for beginners and experienced Edgers. Back at camp, we’ll 
learn high ropes course facilitation: very cool! All gear, helmets, harnesses and 
leadership provided. Rated moderate with challenging options. 
 

Whitewater Rafting: Your combo-adventure week includes a day of wet, 
wild & wonderful fun, courtesy of our professional raft guides and the glorious 
Lower New River Gorge. Learn crucial teamwork and coordination as we paddle 
“all-forward” through Class IV and V rapids: the “Keeny’s,” the “Railroads” and 
the “Million Dollar Wave.” It’s an incredibly fun experience; suitable for begin-
ners and soggy-paddlers alike. All gear, helmets, PFDs, paddles and profes-
sional leadership included. “Dig in” for adventure and a great day of group fun 
on the water!  Rated easy-moderate. 



 

 

 Each experienced leader is certified in Moving Water Instruction, CPR 
& Wilderness First Aid. Camp Bethel counselors accompany each trip. 

 Equipment essentials are provided, but week-long trip participants 
must supply their own duffel bag, sleeping bag and personal items from 
a detailed list we send you after registering. 

 Prior experience is not necessary, but the physical nature of canoe-
ing requires good health and average ability, (ex: carrying your gear 
plus helping with group gear).  Participants must pass a swim test 
on the first day of camp. 

 

Your week-long trip begins with 1 night at Camp Bethel, and then we spend 
3-4/4-5 days and nights on the river, paddling, camping, cooking, playing 
and living as Christians, with a Eucharist celebration before dismissal Friday 
at 6:30pm. Trip itineraries may change due weather, river or group needs. 
Rated moderate with challenging options. 
Subsidized Fee (until May 1) = $320; Supporters Fee (actual cost) = $370; Sustainers Fee (cost + $50 gift) = $420. 
 

James River Trip  June 12-17 (Sun-Fri) rising 6th-8th graders:  
1 day of flat water training followed by 3 days of paddling on the historic, beautiful 
James River, building up to Thursday’s run of Balcony Falls.  Friday we’ll experience 
Camp Bethel’s high ropes course. Leaders are Joe Harden, Jess Gawor, Geno Ianno-
cone & Camp Bethel Adventure Counselors. 
 

New River Trip  June 19-24 (Sun-Fri) rising 9th-12th graders:  
5 full days of paddling and camping on the beautiful New River in Virginia, from 
McCoy Falls to Shanklin’s Ferry in West Virginia, but not before Narrows Falls, great 
rapids and “Canoe Tricks” on Thursday!  Your trip leaders are Beth & Steve Wiegandt, 
Joe Lankford & Camp Bethel Adventure Counselors. 

C.I.T. (Counselor-in-Training) (rising 10th-12th; age 15-18) 
Youth ages 15-18 may apply to serve as a volunteer Counselor-in-Training 
for 1 to 4 weeks under the supervision of our adult summer staff. You must be 
enrolled in at least one summer camp program for which you are age-eligible, 
have a minimum 2.0 GPA, and you must attend your training and practicum, 
Tuesday, June 14, 9:00am through Friday, June 17, 6:30pm, (Salem & NOVA 
students whose schooling conflicts with CIT Training dates, contact Camp Di-
rector Barry LeNoir for alternate dates). Information, applications & recommen-
dation forms are at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/summer-staff.html 
 

Adult Volunteers:  Men and Women with a Servant’s Heart 
Camp Bethel has a rich tradition of adult volunteers “coming home” for a week 
during the summer. Adult Volunteers may serve as unit counselors (often 
paired with a staff counselor or CIT). We also need Adult Volunteers to serve 
as Nurses, Camp Grandparents, Bible Study leaders, maintenance helpers, 
program helpers, Sunday registration, photographers and Dining Hall assis-
tants. Check www.CampBethelVirginia.org/summer-staff.html for an 
application, or contact CampBethelOffice@gmail.com, 540-992-2940. 

A ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of SWVA & Camp Bethel. 
The River Adventure Program has provided canoe adventures and 
trips for over 36 years.  Our purpose is to experientially build an 
intentional Christian community in an outdoor environment where we 
face the intense demands of supporting each other during work-duties 
and challenging group activities.  This experience enhances self-
esteem, encourages positive Christian values and develops leadership.  

www.CampBethelVirginia.org/RAP.html 



 

Welcome to the most fun you'll ever have in one week: a perfect mix of summer camp fun 
and professional training in acting, singing and dancing!  Each camper will gain the ability to 
conquer "stage fright" in these confidence building camps.  Leadership includes the director 
Kevin Jones and his talented, professional team from KJPAS and Camp Bethel's excellent 
counselors.  We will stage and choreograph fantastic production numbers from “Broadway 
Showstoppers” and perform hilarious scenes by Tony and Oscar winning playwright, Neil 
Simon, all in a public showcase performance featuring every camper on Friday of your camp 
week at 6:45pm in Camp Bethel's Hillside Auditorium.  Middle and High School Campers  
must choose acting or musical theater as your major course of study for you to be cast in 
either acting scenes or musical theatre songs for the final showcase performance on Friday. 
All KJPAS campers receive a FREE professional headshot, a FREE KJPAS Camp Tee Shirt and 
a FREE DVD of their camp showcase performance!  See photos, learn more about your 
camp's workshops, meet the staff, learn about available scholarships, and learn about Kevin's 
July camps held at Myrtle Beach, all at www.kjpas.com. 

KJPAS Performing Arts Resident Camps (Sunday through Friday) 

June 12-17, Elementary Performing Arts Resident Camp (rising 1st-5th graders) 
June 19-24, Middle School Performing Arts Resident Camp (rising 6th-8th graders) 
June 26-July 1, High School Performing Arts Resident Camp (rising 9th-12th grads) 

You will live with your friends in the comfortable, air-conditioned, Heritage Lodge with an en-
suite bathroom for each gender-separated room. Each day includes intense, professional 
workshops and rehearsal time, special master classes led by guest Broadway performers 
(Middle & High School only), delicious meals in camp's Ark Dining Hall, afternoon pool time, 
and group games, all within the beauty of Camp Bethel's 470 acres. Evening camp activities 
include campfires, hiking, a wagon ride, the Camp Bethel zip line/rock climbing wall (for Mid-
dle & High School), a photo scavenger hunt, group initiatives, a musical movie night, and the 
all-camp skit night. Performing Arts Camp activities are not explicitly faith-based, but activi-
ties include exposure to faith-based songs. Families & friends can join us Friday for our free 
5:20pm closing family dinner and our showcase performance, with dismissal at 7:30 for Ele-
mentary; 8:00 for Middle & High School. 

Subsidized Fee (discount available through May 1) = $600. 
Supporters Fee (actual cost) = $650. 
Sustainers Fee (cost + $50 gift) = $700. 



 

 

6/3-4 Parent-Child Overnight Camp (Fri-Sat)   ($45 for each +'l person) 4-7+parents $90/pair 
dates WEEK 1: June 12-17, 2016 age/grade fee 

6/13-17 Roanoke-Salem Traveling Day Camp 1 at Peter’s Creek CoB (Mon-Fri) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $170  

6/12-17 Elementary Resident 1 or Day-Only 1  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

6/15-17 Elementary 3-day Sampler Camp 1 (Wed-Fri) rising 3rd-6th $180, $230, $280 

6/13-17 KJPAS Elementary Performing Arts Resident Camp 1 rising 3rd-5th $600, $650, $700 

6/12-17 River Adventure Program 1: James River Canoe Trip rising 6th-8th $320, $370, $420 

6/12-17 Middle School Adventure 1 Canoeing + Caving + Climbing rising 7th-9th $470, $520, $570 

6/12-17 Middle School Adventure 1 Horseback Riding + Whitewater Rafting rising 7th-9th $470, $520, $570 

6/12-17 River Otters Kayaking Adventure 1 or Kayaking Day-Only 1 rising 8th-12th $470, $520, $570 

6/14-17 CIT Training & Practicum (Tuesday 9:00am through Friday 6:30pm) ages 15-17 apply 
6/14 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 1: Dinner + Climbing Wall + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 
6/14 Tue Lil' Otters Family Paddleboard Play 1: Dinner + Paddling + S'mores all ages $28/person 
6/15 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 1: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 
dates WEEK 2: June 19-24, 2016 age/grade fee 

6/20-24 Roanoke City Traveling Day Camp 2 at Roanoke, First CoB (Mon-Fri) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $170  

6/19-24 Elementary Resident 2 or Day-Only 2  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

6/19-24 Elementary Adventure Explorers 2  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 4th-6th $300, $350, $400 

6/19-24 KJPAS Middle School Performing Arts Resident Camp 2 rising 6th-8th $600, $650, $700 

6/19-24 Middle School Adventure 2 Biking + Canoeing  rising 7th-9th $420, $470, $520 

6/19-24 Middle School Adventure 2 Horseback + River Tubing rising 7th-9th $420, $470, $520 

6/19-24 Middle School Resident 2 or Day-Only 2  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 7th-9th $300, $350, $400 

6/19-24 Advanced Equestrian Adventure 2 or Advanced Equestrian Day-Only 2 rising 8th-12th $460, $510, $560 

6/21-26 River Adventure Program 2: New River Canoe Trip rising 9th-12th $320, $370, $420 
6/21 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 2: Dinner + Nature Fun + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 
6/22 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 2: Dinner + evening paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 
dates WEEK 3: June 26-July 1, 2016 age/grade fee 

6/27-7/1 Knee-High Day Camp 3 (Mon-Fri) rising K-2nd $180, $230, $280 

6/26-28 West Virginia Traveling Day Camp 3 at Spruce Run CoB (Sun-Tue) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $85  

6/26-7/1 Elementary Resident 3 or Day-Only 3  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

6/26-7/1 Middle School Adventure 3 Equestrian rising 7th-9th $400, $450, $500 

6/26-7/1 Middle School Adventure 3 Rock Climbing rising 7th-9th $380, $430, $480 

6/26-7/1 Middle School Adventure 3 Whitewater Rafting rising 7th-9th $400, $450, $500 

6/26-7/1 Middle School Resident 3 or Day-Only 3  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 7th-9th $300, $350, $400 

6/26-7/1 High School Adventure 3 Canoeing + River Tubing + Whitewater Rafting  rising 9th-12th $450, $500, $550 

6/26-7/1 High School Resident 3  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100; WWRafting + $100) rising 10th-12th $300, $350, $400 

6/26-7/1 KJPAS High School Performing Arts Resident Camp 3 rising 9th-12th $600, $650, $700 

6/26-7/1 River Otters Paddle Sports Adventure 3 or Day-Only 3 (Canoe, Kayak, SUP) rising 8th-12th $450, $500, $550 
6/28 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 3: Dinner + Climbing Wall + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 
6/29 Wed Lil' Otters Family Paddleboard Play 3: Dinner + Paddling + S'mores all ages $28/person 
6/29 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 3: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 
dates WEEK 4: July 3-8, 2016 age/grade fee 

7/4-8 Knee-High Day Camp 4  (Mon-Fri) rising K-2nd $180, $230, $280 

7/3-5 Tenderfoot Mini Camp 4-A (Sun-Tues) rising 1st-3rd $180, $230, $280 

7/6-8 Tenderfoot Mini Camp 4-B (Wed-Fri) rising 1st-3rd $180, $230, $280 

7/7-8 North Carolina Traveling Day Camp 4 at Eden, First CoB (Thu-Fri) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $68  

7/3-8 Elementary Resident 4 or Day-Only 4  (River Tubing + $30) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/3-8 Elementary Adventure Explorers 4  River Tubing + $30) rising 4th-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/6-8 Elementary 3-day Sampler Camp 4 (Wed-Fri) rising 3rd-6th $180, $230, $280 

7/3-8 Middle School Adventure 4 Caving + Climbing rising 7th-9th $430, $480, $530 

7/3-8 Middle School Adventure 4 River Tubing + Whitewater Rafting  rising 7th-9th $430, $480, $530 

7/3-8 Advanced Equestrian Adventure 4 or Advanced Equestrian Day-Only 4 rising 8th-12th $460, $510, $560 

7/3-8 Mountains to Beach to Bay Adventure Trip 4 rising 8th-12th $440, $490, $540 
7/5 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 4: Dinner + Nature Fun + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 
7/6 Wed Lil' Otters Family Paddleboard Play 4: Dinner + Paddling + S'mores all ages $28/person 
7/6 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 4: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 

http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ParentChildOvernightCamp.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ElementaryResident1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/Elementary3-daySamplerCamp1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/KJPASElementaryPerformingArtsRESIDENTCamp2.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/RiverAdventureProgram_JamesRiverTrip.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolAdventureCanoeCaveClimb1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolAdventureHorseback+WhitewaterRafting1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/RiverOttersKayakingAdventure1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/summerstaff.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/summerstaff.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ElementaryResident1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/KJPASMiddleSchoolPerformingArtsResidentCamp4.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolResident2.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/RiverAdventureProgram_NewRiverTrip.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ElementaryResident1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolResident3.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/HighSchoolResident3.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/KJPASHighSchoolPerformingArtsResidentCamp3.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/TenderfootMiniCamp4A.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/TenderfootMiniCamp4B.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ElementaryResident4.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/Elementary3-daySamplerCamp4.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MountainstoBeachtoBayAdventureTrip4.htm


 

Why 3 Prices for Summer Camp?  
We offer a voluntary 3-tier fee program. Choose the tier most suitable for your family, and know that all 
campers receive the same Camp Bethel quality experience no matter what amount you pay or contribute. 
 

 The Subsidized Fee is available through May 1. You may be surprised to learn that this fee does not 
reflect what it costs to offer summer camp programs. This discount is made possible through the mis-
sion funding we receive from our District congregations, fund-raising events, and individual gifts. 

 

 The Supporters Fee is what it actually costs Camp Bethel to provide a summer camp experience for 
one camper, including counselor and lifeguard pay, utilities, insurance, meals, building and grounds 
maintenance, vehicle upkeep, replacing outdated equipment, accreditation and permits, program sup-
plies and curriculum. 

 

 Choosing the Sustainers Fee (cost + $50 gift) helps us stretch our limited campership funds so that 
more children may experience the power of camp, and this gift helps us make needed improvements 
and foster future growth in all we do.  AND, gifts to Camp Bethel are tax-exempt! 

dates WEEK 5: July 10-15, 2016 age/grade fee 

7/11-15 Franklin County Traveling Day Camp 5 at Antioch CoB (Mon-Fri) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $170  

7/10-12 Tenderfoot Mini Camp 5-A (Sun-Tues) rising 1st-3rd $180, $230, $280 

7/13-15 Tenderfoot Mini Camp 5-B (Wed-Fri) rising 1st-3rd $180, $230, $280 

7/10-15 Elementary Resident 5 or Day-Only 5  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/10-15 Elementary Adventure Explorers 5  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 4th-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/13-15 Elementary 3-day Sampler Camp 5 (Wed-Fri) rising 3rd-6th $180, $230, $280 

7/10-15 Middle School Adventure 5 Biking + Canoeing   rising 7th-9th $420, $470, $520 

7/10-15 Middle School Adventure 5 Canoeing + Caving + Climbing rising 7th-9th $470, $520, $570 

7/10-15 Middle School Resident 5 or Day-Only 5  (River Tubing + $30; Equestrian + $100) rising 7th-9th $300, $350, $400 

7/10-15 Backpacking Adventure Trip 5 rising 8th-12th $300, $350, $400 

7/10-15 Mountains to Beach to Bay Adventure Trip 5 rising 8th-12th $440, $490, $540 

7/12 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 5: Dinner + Climbing Wall + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 

7/13 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 5: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 

dates WEEK 6: July 17-22, 2016 age/grade fee 

7/17-19 Tenderfoot Mini Camp 6-A (Sun-Tues) rising 1st-3rd $180, $230, $280 

7/17-22 Elementary Resident 6 or Day-Only 6  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/17-22 Elementary Adventure Explorers 6  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 4th-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/17-22 Middle School Adventure 6 Twin Rivers Canoeing rising 7th-9th $360, $410, $460 

7/17-22 Middle School Resident 6 or Day-Only 6  (River Tubing + $30; Horseback + $70) rising 3rd-6th $300, $350, $400 

7/18-22 Carilion Camp Too Sweet, ages 8-16 with Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes (Mon-Fri) ages 8-16 $310 day; $400 resident 

7/19 Tue Family Fun Tuesday 6: Dinner + Nature Fun + Games & S’mores all ages $10/person 

7/20 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 6: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 

dates WEEK 7: July 24-29, 2016 age/grade fee 

7/25-29 Henry County Traveling Day Camp 7 at Mt. Hermon CoB (Mon-Fri) rising 1st-6th FREE or donations ~ $170  

7/24-29 Middle School Adventure 7 Horseback Riding+Whitewater Rafting rising 6th-9th $470, $520, $570 

7/24-29 Middle School Adventure 7 River Tubing + Whitewater Rafting rising 6th-9th $430, $480, $530 

7/24-29 River Otters Kayaking Adventure 7 or Kayaking Day-Only 7 rising 8th-12th $470, $520, $570 

7/24-29 Backpacking Adventure Trip 7 rising 8th-12th $300, $350, $400 

7/24-29 Brethren United Mountain Adventure Trip 7   rising 7th-12th $440, $490, $540 
7/26 Tue Lil' Otters Family Paddleboard Play 7: Dinner + Paddling + S'mores all ages $28/person 

7/27 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 7: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 

8/2 Wed Lil' Otters Family Paddleboard Play 8: Dinner + Paddling + S'mores all ages $28/person 

8/3 Wed Lil' Otters Family River Paddle 8: Dinner + River Paddle + S'mores all ages $28/person 

http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/TenderfootMiniCamp5A.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/TenderfootMiniCamp5B.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/ElementaryResident1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/Elementary3-daySamplerCamp5.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolAdventureBiking+Canoeing5_Bikes-on-site.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolAdventureCanoeCaveClimb1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolResident2.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/BackpackingAdventureTrip5.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MountainstoBeachtoBayAdventureTrip4.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/TenderfootMiniCamp6A.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/CarilionCampTooSweet.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/MiddleSchoolAdventureHorseback+WhitewaterRafting7.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/RiverOttersKayakingAdventure1.htm
http://www.campbethelvirginia.org/OnLineReg/BackpackingAdventureTrip7.htm
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