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The Storytellers & Musicians

Kevin Kling is a 
well-known play-
wright, storyteller, 
author, philosopher, 
and well-loved 
performer at Sounds 
of the Mountains. 
His plays and ad-
aptations have been 

performed around the world. His commentaries are 
featured on NPR and his documentary “Kevin Kling: 
Lost & Found” can be found on PBS. Kevin is part 
funny guy, part poet and playwright, part wise man. 
A treasured figure on the national storytelling circuit, 
his voice inhabits an unusual space — where a home-
grown Minnesota wit meets Dante and Shakespeare. 
His autobiographical tales are as enchanting as they 
are true to life: hopping freight trains, getting hit by 
lightning, growing up in Minnesota, and eating things 
before knowing what they are.

Sheila Arnold Jones is a 
high energy storyteller 
who has given hundreds 
of presentations for 
schools, organizations 
and museums in 26 states 
doing historical presenta-
tions through her His-
tory Alive! programs. She 

has been entertaining audiences since she was eight 
years old, including the role of a “Little Ray of Sun-
shine,” which was performed on several Army bases 
in Germany. She began writing while in middle school 
and has written and directed many plays in her adult 
career, often collaborating with other playwrights. 
Sheila has been a featured teller at numerous festivals 
across the country, including the National Storytelling 
Festival in Jonesborough.

Since 1982, professional 
storyteller Odds Bodkin 
has combined dramatic 
voices, vocal effects, 
narrative and live music 
to create imaginative ex-
periences for audiences. 
During those decades 
he has created hundreds 
of tales that range from 
a four hour version of 

The Odyssey to children’s musicals. Using only 
12-string guitars, Celtic harp and folk instruments 
without electronic effects, he transforms his voice 
into heroes, giants, villains, animals, and sound 
effects while playing live music to create vivid, 
cinematic soundscapes.

The Company Store Band stocks and delivers old-time string band music and 
humor, sure to please the pickiest of ears and shuffle the clumsiest of feet. 
Featuring robust fiddling, exuberant singing and fit-for-the-family humor, they 
create brand new, old-fashioned good times with the energy of a barn-raisin’ 
and the hospitality of Sunday dinner at Gramma and Grampa’s. Sure, their 
music is good, but it’s their hospitality and endless energy that’ll compel you 
to sit a spell and over-indulge in their can’t-stop-grinning offerings. They are 
at their best when providing their Store-brand of music and fun to folks who 
relish laughter, toe-tapping and an occasional knee-slap.

Kevin Kling

Jim May

Sheila Arnold 
Jones

Jim May is an Emmy 
award-winning storyteller, 
teacher, and author. Born 
in Spring Grove, Illinois, 
where his ancestors first 
settled in the 1840’s, his 
stories resonate with the 
rural voices of this small 

German-Catholic farming community and the Illinois 
prairie. His relatives told stories as an integral part of 
daily life; a means of weaving the social fabric of the 
community. A professional storyteller for over 
twenty-five years, Jim has told stories to all ages 
across the United States and in Canada and Europe. 
His keynote and training venues have included the 
American Library Association, Illinois Reading 
Council, Texas Library Association, and National 
Park Service, to name a few.

Odds Bodkin
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Tentative Schedule
All performances are held indoors! 

This is a rain or shine event.

Friday, April 27, 2018

7:00pm   Evening Olio

9:15-9:45pm  Campfire with Storytellers
  including s’mores  
  (weather permitting)

Saturday, April 28, 2018

9:45am Morning Olio

12:00pm Lunch Break with 
  Back Porch Studio Cloggers

1:00-2:30pm Afternoon Olio

2:00pm Guided Nature Walk 
  (weather permitting)

2:30pm Musical performance 
  by The Company Store Band

3:30pm Short Olio

5:00pm Dinner Break and
  “Swapping Ground”

6:00pm Musical Performance 
  by The Company Store Band

7:00pm           Evening Olio

FOOD:

Friday night hot soups, fresh salads,
and ice cream available.

Saturday’s fare includes homemade soups, chili, with 
vegetarian options and gluten-free snacks too!
Food vendors for Saturday lunch and dinner. 

Snacks and drinks available all weekend. 

Please bring cash for Food Vendors.

Schedule is subject to change. 

Storytelling has enriched so many lives by 
teaching us not just humor and stories but by 
teaching us how to capture the past and those 

memories that we’ll have for a lifetime.  
– Harry Norris, Sponsor

“Sounds of the Mountains is a wonderful festival in 
a beautiful setting. I had as much fun teaching as I 
did telling! From the school kids who got a chance 
to play with us to the adults and family who came 

for the evening stories, this was a grand experience. 
It is joyful to be so embraced by a community of 

tellers and listeners!”  – Donna Washington

Registration for the
Sounds of the Mountains Festival

April 27-28, 2018

Family rate is 2 adults with up to 3 children under 18.
Child ticket is for ages 4-17. Children under 4 are free.

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Daytime Phone
Email
How did  you hear about us?

How many years have you attended?

Order online at www.soundsofthemountains.org

For group rates of 12 or more people
at 10% discount

please call 540-992-2940

Please make check or money order payable to
Camp Bethel

and mail with completed form to: 
Camp Bethel S.O.T.M. Tickets

328 Bethel Road, Fincastle, VA 24090

FULL  WEEKEND

FRIDAY  EVENING

FULL  DAY  SATURDAY

SATURDAY  EVENING

Postmarked
Before March 31

Postmarked
After March 31

Cost CostNumber
of Tickets

Number
of Tickets

     Adult $30 $35
     Child $15 $18
     Family $72 $85

     Adult $12 $15
     Child $6 $8

     Adult $22 $25
     Child $11 $13

     Adult $12 $15
     Child $6 $8

Camp Bethel is located in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Southwest Virginia. The Jefferson National Forest 

adjoins our 470 acres of forests, streams, open 
meadows, and hiking trails. Conveniently located 

5 miles off I-81 at exit 156, 10 miles north of Roanoke, 
we offer a beautiful spring setting for 

a storytelling festival. 
Plan to spend the weekend with us. 

Dry camping available.

“The first time I walked into the gymnasium at beautiful 
Camp Bethel, amongst hundreds of smiling people ready 
to begin Sounds of the Mountains Storytelling Festival, 
I knew I was with my tribe of people. Each of these folks 
knew the healing power of a good story. 

During that unbelievable weekend, I was able to travel 
around the world thanks to the talents of some of my 
storytelling heroes. Meeting the tellers personally and 
asking about their inspirations challenged me to make 
my own tales more engaging.”  – Chip Donahue


